
August 7, 2013 
 
Dear BAA families, friends, faculty, graduates and students, 
  
I wish I had the opportunity to talk to each of you individually, and I apologize for the 
impersonality of an emailed letter. 
  
I am writing to let you know that I have been offered an opportunity by John 
McDonough, Interim Superintendent of Boston Public Schools, as Special Advisor to the 
Superintendent. In addition to supporting Mr. McDonough and the school district, I will 
research and collect data about how best to balance the opportunities that school 
autonomy presents with the need for all students in all schools to succeed. As one of the 
founders of Boston's Pilot Schools, and an early proponent of the autonomies that 
charter schools enjoy, I am thrilled to be able to play a role to help the entire district 
and the children and families of BPS better understand the roles and responsibilities of 
autonomous schools, and how we might expand those autonomies to more schools. I 
know that the Boston Teachers Union will be an important partner in this work as well. 
  
BPS now has over 30 autonomous schools, including Pilot Schools, Horace Mann Charter 
Schools, In-District Charter schools, Turnaround and Innovation Schools. Yet, there is 
little consensus about how these schools operate within our school system. We envision 
this year as one of collecting data and then making some proposals that can be the 
basis for policies moving forward. 
  
While leaving Boston Arts Academy and the Center for Arts in Education is bittersweet, I 
know that I will be able to contribute in meaningful ways to both BAA and many other 
schools in the district and beyond. I look forward to helping more schools (and the 
district at large) think about the ways that they can manage and enjoy both autonomy 
and accountability. 
  
Given that this new opportunity has happened relatively quickly, I will certainly work to 
make the transition from the Center and BAA as smooth as possible. I will, of course, 
continue to work with the BAA facilities committee and on a few other projects to which 
I have already committed. There are exciting days ahead for BAA and the steadfast 
support and involvement from all of us who believe in the transformational power of an 
arts education will ensure continued success for Boston's only public high school for the 
visual and performing arts! 
  
I will keep my BAA email for now and I encourage you to stay in touch with me. Keep 
sharing your ideas, your dilemmas, your concerns, and your joys. I have loved working 
with all of you each and every day. I feel truly fortunate to have BAA in my life, and I 
know BAA and the Center are in enormously capable hands with Anne Clark as 
Headmaster. All of you will always be in my heart. 
  
With love and respect, 

  
 Linda Nathan 



 
 
 


